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PROTECTION AND PERMANENCY MEMORANDUM, 21-21
TO: 

Service Region Administrators



Service Region Administrator Associates



Service Region Clinical Associates



Regional Program Specialists



Family Services Office Supervisors

FROM:  
Melanie Taylor, Assistant Director



Division of Protection and Permanency

DATE:  
August 09, 2021
SUBJECT:  
 Disposal of Household Needles, Syringes, and Lancets
The purpose of this memorandum is to advise staff of the proper disposal of household needles, syringes, and lancets.  The Department for Public Health (DPH), Diabetes Prevention, and Control Program created the Household Sharps Disposal Fact Sheet.  This fact sheet can be found in the SOP Online Manual under the Related Resources Browser.  Additional information regarding harm reduction and the syringe exchange program can be found on the DPH website.  
Substance misuse continues to be a prevalent concern in many of the families the Division of Protection and Permanency (DPP) serves.  Worker safety is paramount, therefore, it is important that staff are aware of the safe steps and procedures when encountering used or improperly disposed of needles.  This information can also be shared with other individuals to ensure the safe disposal of needles/sharps.  

If you have any questions regarding this memorandum, please contact:

Tara Cecil, Child Protection Services Branch Manager

Tara.Cecil@ky.gov 

(502) 564-2136
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